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DNA of Christ’s Disciple

A Christian patriot?
Today is national day. All around this small island nation, and around the world,
Singaporeans are celebrating their nation’s 55th birthday. To many of us, this is
not just another public holiday where we can relax – it is a day imbued with
special meaning. Our hearts swell with fondness when we sing the lyrics: “This
is home, truly …”. We are concerned when we hear about the challenges
surrounding our nation’s future. We are proud when we hear the stories of
Singaporeans rallying together to combat the fallout of COVID – cheering them
on as fellow Singaporeans.
Is there a place for Christian patriotism? How should we think of our allegiance
to Singapore, in relation to our relation to the Kingdom of Heaven? Let me give
you 2 things Christian Patriotism is not, and 3 things it should be.
Christian Patriotism is not nationalism. To a rabid nationalist, one’s country
can do no wrong - it is infallible and above criticism. However, the prophets in
the Bible, such as Jeremiah, were ready to denounce the rulers and nation of
Israel when they have strayed from God’s ways. Furthermore, to a nationalist,
one’s love must be exclusive - and any regard for other nations is “unpatriotic”.
But as Christians, we must also love other nations with a missional heart, and
the foreigner in our midst. What if Apostle Paul, who went out to the gentiles,
was a nationalist instead? What if the first missionaries to Singapore only cared
out the faith and lives of their countrymen? We would have all perished without
the gospel.
Christian Patriotism has its ultimate allegiance set on the Kingdom of
Heaven, and not on its nation. As Paul says in Philippians 3: “But our
citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ”. Much as we "seek the peace and prosperity of [our earthly]
city” (Jer 29:7), we know that we are ultimately sojourners on this earth.
During this unusual time when we cannot come together for worship, we can still be part of a
worshipping community. We invite you to join us at our pre-recorded worship service at this
website https://www.cplink.org.sg/. We hope you can also connect with our Life Groups. Please
contact one of our Pastoral Staff if you like to join a Life Group. We are still meeting and
connecting through various digital platforms.
We want to grow in Christlikeness through devotion and delight in God, nurturing devotion
and delight in God, nurturing relationships and intentionally multiplying disciplemakers.

No nation on earth will last forever, even the greatest civilisations will fall, but of
the Kingdom of God there will be no end.
Christian patriotism serves the nation. In Romans 13, Apostle Paul calls his
fellow Christians to submit to earthly authorities. There is no escape route for
us by saying ‘I serve only God’, because according to Paul, God has delegated
His authority to earthly rulers. Of course, Paul did not mean that Christians
should obey authority blindly – for Paul himself preached the gospel even when
commanded not to. Nevertheless, submission is a tough word these days,
because the idea of submitting means laying aside our rights and desires.
A posture of Christian service actively contributes to social and national good,
and does not see their nation as owing them a living. Instead, Paul says: “Give
to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.”
Christian Patriotism shows gratitude for where God has placed us. There
is a lot of things that are out of our control. Even the simple and basic matter of
our family/country and the times we are born into are not chosen by us. We
either see these identities as a straitjacket, or as a gift given to us by God, who
plans our lives from beginning to end.
One of the hallmarks of Christian maturity is gratitude. Patriotism at its best is a
showcase of generous gratitude, for the circumstances and settings where God
has placed us. We can proudly celebrate our own family and our own nation as
a home like no other, without having the insecure need to put down all other
families or nations.
Christians Patriotism demonstrates love in the particular. There’s a quote
that goes, ‘I love mankind, it's people I can't stand”. Perhaps that’s why Jesus
said ‘Love one another’, rather than ‘love the world’ – it’s easy to love a distant
thing, because it neither costs us nor tests us. We live in Singapore, and are
many ways, bound to Singapore, and our fellow Singaporeans. So let us love
Singapore, in ways that are concrete and particular, serving the community at
large, and seeking the peace and prosperity of this nation where God has
placed us.

~Pr Lionel Neo ~

RESTLESS GENERATION
The Book of Numbers

Rev Keith Lai

Wishing
Singapore a
blessed
55th
National Day!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Notice of ACM 2020:
Our Annual Congregational Meeting this year has now been
confirmed to be held next Sunday, 16 August 2020, at 2 pm.
Due to the current COVID-19 situation, the ACM will be
conducted virtually by electronic means. Details and reminders
have been sent to Communicant Members via email.
 Our heartiest congratulations to Rev Dr Henry Wong on
completing his doctorate study.
 CPC Prayer Meeting (Fresh Fire) next Fri, 14 Aug @ 8pm.
Meeting ID : 298 108 8560
Password: 2768768
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